Evaluation of the protective effect of a new beta-agonist, KWD 2131, on allergen-induced bronchospasm.
The selective anti-allergic effect of a new beta-agonist, KWD 2131, in inhibiting allergen-provoked asthma was compared with that of placebo in a double-blind crossover study. Non-bronchodilating doses were given by inhalation to 12 asymptomatic patients with extrinsic asthma. KWD 2131 showed a marginal anti-allergic effect. A significantly better effect than that with placebo was obtained at only one time of measurement after challenge (P < 0.05). The reproducibility of the allergen challenge was also evaluated. The mean maximum decrease in FEV1 during three different allergen-challenge procedures was 37, 31, and 38%, respectively. The difference was not statistically significant.